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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Isle  of  Ely  County  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  annual  report  on  the 
state  of  the  public  health  and  welfare  services  in  the  administra- 
tive county  of  the  Isle  of  Ely  for  the  year  1961. 


As  requested  in  Circular  1/62  the  following  is  the  specific  inform- 
ation requested,  additional  to  that  set  out  in  the  main  body  of  the 
report  where  the  present  progress  in  the  provision  of  mental  health 
services  is  described  in  detail. 

1.  No  formal  arrangements  have  been  made  for  health  visitors 
to  work  with  general  medical  practitioners. 

2.  Notification  of  discharge  of  patients  from  hospital  is  not  made 
to  the  authority  other  than  of  maternity  and,  in  certain 
instances,  mental  cases,  and  of  infants  and  children  of  school 
age.  Whatever  follow-up  action  as  may  seem  appropriate,  or 
is  requested,  is  taken  by  health  visitors  and  mental  welfare 
officers. 

3.  Posters,  leaflets,  etc.,  are  exhibited  at  clinics  and  infant  welfare 
centres.  The  health  visitors  distribute  leaflets  in  the  course  of 
their  visits  to  homes.  They  also  give  talks  at  centres  and  to 
scholars  of  senior  schools.  Film  strips  are  exhibited. 

4.  Chiropody  services  are  arranged  through  the  auspices  of  district 
nursing  associations,  and  old  people’s  clubs  and  associations. 
In  one  case  only  does  the  council  make  a grant  towards  the 
cost  of  maintaining  the  service,  although  there  is  provision 
to  make  grants  towards  the  expense  when  application  is  made 
for  such  assistance. 

It  gives  me  great  satisfaction  to  report  that  our  staff  worked 
nobly  and  to  them  my  most  grateful  thanks  are  due.  Nor  would 
I wish  to  go  unrecorded  the  deep  indebtedness  of  the  w hole  service 
to  that  invaluable  voluntary  help,  innumerable  references  to  which 
are  to  be  found  throughout  the  body  of  the  report.  It  can  truth- 
fully be  said  that  the  service  in  its  present  form  could  not  carry  on 


without  such  voluntary  effort.  Finally,  and  by  no  means  least, 
I should  wish  to  tender  my  most  cordial  thanks  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  County  Health  Committee  whose  never  failing 
interest  and  encouragement  were  a constant  source  of  inspiration. 

1 have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  E.  HOCKEN, 

County  Hall,  County  Medical  Officer. 

March. 

Tel.  No.  MARCH  2215. 


Administrative  County  of  the  Isle  of  Ely 

The  Annual  Reports  for  the  year  1961,  from  the  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  for  the  Districts  within  the  Administrative  County,  as 
submitted  to  the  Isle  of  Ely  County  Council,  in  pursuance  of  Section 
24,  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1888,  were  received  as  follows: — 
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Area 

Chatteris. . 

Ely 
March 
Whittlesey 
Wisbech,  M.B. 

Ely 

North  Witchford 
Thorney 
Wisbech. . 

Wisbech  Port 
San.  Authority  . . 


Date  received 
Report  not  to  hand 


Jan.  31st,  1962 
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STATISTICS,  1961 


Area  of  Administrative  County  (land  and  water) 
Rateable  Value  1/4/61  .. 

Product  of  Id.  rate  1961/62 
Population  (census  1951) 

Population  (estim.  to  middle  of  year  1961) 


acres  239,950 
£975,188 
£3,913 
89,038 
89,060 


r 


No.  of  live  Births  in  the 
year  ■<( 


males 

females 


/Legitimate  685'] 
731  \ Illegitimate  46  | 


1,494 


Birth-rate  per  1,000  population. 


No.  of  still  Births  in  the 
year 


males 

females 


763  /Legitimate 
/Illegitimate 

. . 16-78 

/ Legitimate 
1 6*/  Illegitimate 


1 / Legitimate 
/illegitimate 


723  [ 

40  J 

16-94  (corrected) 

141 

2 I 

y 27 

10 


Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  total  births 
Total  live  and  still-births 


17-78 

1,521 


Total  No.  of  Deaths  in  the  year 
Death-rate  per  1.000  population 


1,032 


/ males  536/ 

/ females  496/ 

11-59  (corrected)  10-89 


r 


No.  dying  under 
old 


vear 


males 


/ Legitimate 
12 /Illegitimate 


Rate  per  1,000 
total  births 
12' 


0 


l 


females 


10  /Legitimate 
/Illegitimate 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Early  Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1 ,000  live  births 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths 
Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  . . 

No.  of  women  dying  in,  or  in/  from  sepsis  0 

consequence  of.  childbirth  / other  causes  0 


22 


9-37 

8-7 

26-29 

5-76 


Total 

legitimates  14-9 
illegitimates  1 1 -63 


Infantile  mortality  (rate  /in  1 
per  1,000  births)  \in  i 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

„ „ Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

„ „ Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

(under  2 years  of  age) 


} 


14-73 

0 

0 
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England  and  Wales — 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  population  ..  ..  17-4 

Death-rate  per  1,000  population  ..  ..  12-0 

Infantile  Mortality-rate  per  1,000  live  births  21-4 

Maternal  Mortality-rate  per  1,000  total  births  0-33 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population 

The  Registrar  General  has  supplied  the  figure  of  89,060  as  the 
estimated  mid-year  population  for  1961. 

Statistics  for  the  past  10  years  are  given  for  comparative  purposes. 


1952 

88,000, 

1953 

88,420 

1954 

88,600 

1955 

88,700 

1956 

88,900 

1957 

88,890 

1958 

89,300 

1959 

89,000 

1960 

89.320 

1961 

89,060 

Births 

There  was  a rise  in  the  birth  rate  during  1961,  the  figure  being 
16-94  as  against  16-84  last  year, 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  increased  during  1961,  being  86 
as  compared  with  62  in  the  previous  year. 

The  births  in  the  Urban  Districts  numbered  940  (483  males  and 
457  females),  this  being  a birth-rate  of  17-16  per  thousand  of 
population. 

In  the  Rural  Districts  the  births  numbered  554  (248  males  and 
306  females),  the  rural  birth-rate  being  16-48  per  thousand. 

The  total  births  for  the  County  numbered  1,494  (731  males  and 
763  females),  a birth-rate  of  16-9  per  thousand. 

The  illegitimate  births  in  the  Urban  Districts  numbered  56,  a 
rate  of  59-57  per  1,000  births.  Of  this  56,  32  were  males  and  24 
females,  giving  rates  of  66-25  and  52-5  respectively. 

For  the  Rural  Districts  there  were  30  illegitimate  births,  a rate 
of  54-15.  Of  these,  14  were  males  and  16  females,  giving  rates  of 
56-45  and  52-29  respectively. 

Taking  the  County  as  a whole,  the  illegitimate  births  numbered 
86,  or  a rate  of  57-56.  There  were  46  male  and  40  female  illegitimate 
births,  and  this  gives  rates  of  62-9  and  52-42  respectively. 
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Illegitimate  Births 


Year 

Illegitimate 

Births 

1952 

88 

1953 

92 

1954 

88 

1955 

76 

1956 

65 

1957 

71 

1958 

78 

1959 

58 

1960 

62 

1961 

86 

Deaths 

The  death  rate  in  the  Isle  of  Ely  has  risen  slightly.  In  1961  the 
figure  for  the  Isle  of  Ely  was  11-59  (10-89  corrected)  as  against 
11-15  in  1960.  That  of  the  country  as  a whole  was  11-5. 

The  deaths  in  1961  numbered  1,032  compared  with  996  in  1960. 
Of  these  1.032  deaths  (536  males  and  496  females),  698  occurred 
in  the  urban  areas  and  334  in  the  rural. 


Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Isle  of 

Ely 

England 
and  Wales 

Isle  of 
Ely 

England 
and  Wales 

1952 

16-73 

15-3 

10-26 

113 

1953 

16  99 

15-5 

12-16 

11-4 

1954 

15-68 

15-2 

11-53 

11-3 

1955 

15  07 

15-0 

11-86 

11-7 

1956 

15-7 

15-7 

1 1 -2 

11-7 

1957 

16-13 

16  1 

1 1 -08 

1 1 -5 

*1958 

15-78 

16-4 

9-82 

11-7 

*1959 

15-76 

16-5 

1 1 -53 

11-6 

*1960 

16-84 

171 

10-82 

11-5 

*1961 

16-94 

17-4 

10-89 

1 2-0 

* The  birth  rate  and  death  rate  is  the  “corrected”  rate.  Figures  shown  for 
previous  years  are  “crude"  rates. 
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Registered  Births 

Registered  Deaths 

1952 

1,472 

903 

1953 

1,502 

1,075 

1954 

1,389 

1,022 

1955 

1,337 

1,052 

1956 

1,397 

998 

1957 

1,434 

985 

1958 

1,395 

997 

1959 

1,389 

1,080 

1960 

1,489 

996 

1961 

1,494 

1,032 

Infant  Mortality 

A fall  in  the  infantile  mortality  rate  occurred  in  1961  when  the 
rate  was  14-73  per  thousand  births  as  compared  with  29-55  in  the 
preceding  year. 

Seven  deaths  were  due  to  congenital  malformation,  birth  injuries, 
etc.;  pneumonia  caused  five  deaths;  and  other  causes  thirty-two. 


Infant  Mortality  Rates 


Year 

Isle  of  Ely 

England 
and  Wales 

Year 

Isle  of  Ely 

England 
and  Wales 

1926 

60-42 

70 

1944 

44-9 

46 

1927 

64-91 

69 

1945 

40-3 

46 

1928 

58-94 

65 

1946 

37-2 

43 

1929 

83-3 

74 

1947 

30-19 

41 

1930 

52-19 

60 

1948 

29-86 

34 

1931 

58-11 

66 

1949 

26-46 

32 

1932 

53-68 

65 

1950 

27-67 

29-8 

1933 

57-7 

64 

1951 

28-39 

29-6 

1934 

58-59 

59 

1952 

27-17 

27-6 

1935 

46-49 

57 

1953 

17-98 

26-8 

1936 

60-29 

59 

1954 

15-83 

25-3 

1937 

58-35 

58 

1955 

15-71 

24-9 

1938 

56-89 

53 

1956 

18-61 

23-8 

1939 

41-96 

50 

1957 

20-22 

230 

1940 

50-28 

55 

1958 

17-92 

23  0 

1941 

49-15 

59 

1959 

25-19 

220 

1942 

50-56 

49 

1960 

29-55 

21  -7 

1943 

45-88 

49 

1961 

14-73 

21  4 

Maternal  Mortality 

No  maternal  death  occurred  during  the  year. 
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COUNTY  OF  ISLE  OF  ELY  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  ADMINISTRATIVE  AREAS,  1961 


■p  __ 

e w 

cs  2 «n 

«-  O © 

OH 


rn 

O 


<N  O ON  f"*  ON  On  t*  in  OOfN  O 

in  — * r^i  oo  m in  cq 


c/3 

— C — u 
2 u-  g-o  2‘u 
/-s  o C — i 

S-D-ag 


u:§ 

Tf 

H vO 
n 
«n 


tj-  m r"  on  in  rj  rj-  fNfN  O' 

— <N  n OO  *n 


• — <N  so  v£> 


rf  (N  — vOO  — « 
m in  O — 


4j  O M 

oo  o>  Q 
oo~  . 

< 60 


UmS 


1 d- 
. r- 


in  — r — r*~i  m — 


— O Tfr 


— <N 
fS 


cn  in  m 
(N  — 


r *t 


NO 

O' 

F. 

54 

S 

M. 

49 

•n 

uu  ^ 

ON 

m 

. 

O 

M 

9 

<N  — — * <N  in  — • fN  «n  — ■ 


PJOjqojiM  £ 

m 


r/  10 

Uh  ri  l 


quoM  s 5 p. 

rn 


tT  *— 


— O'  <N 


*ia  £ 


U-  ? 


• no  — r- 


(NX  rj- 


— in  — 


ON  <N  (N 


O 0„M 
oo  o Q 
oo  ~ • 
ob  O 


• NO 
[Xn 
m 

H (N 

NO 

m 


ON  <N  © NO  fN  — Tt  n r-  -Tf 

(N  (N  inn 


(N  ■ (N 


• — — O (N 


m • *— i on  O'  r- 

m m so 


M33qs!A\  3 


Uu  c^i 


« in 
• O 


— — 1 (N  Tf  • Tf  Tf  ^ 


(N  NO 


NO  Tf  m 
<N 


X3S3|i}iq^v 


Uh  ?i 


in 


n r-  — 


>n  O'  — i 


ipiEJ/\[  § 


U.  \o 


O • — — TT 


*13  3 


U-  oo 


■ r~- 
; oo 


o\ 


SIJ3UBIJ3  ^ 
o 


uu® 


NO 

*0  m 


I 

H 

< 

UJ 

Q 

LU 

O 

CO 

UJ 

CO 

□ 

< 

U 


<l> 

X) 

E 

3 

C 


00 

<D 


5 

Cl 

U 


;n 

u 

O • 
rt 

b *- 

cx  y 


G 

O 


o 

0>  c/3 


C/3  00 
C/3  1/3 

o o 

P *3 
O C-> 
u-  u- 

jo  x 
d d 
h-H 


■x  c’- 

■ M--  ju 

o’c3’>> 

:u  8 § 

. o t<  c n O 
I - mQ- 
■"  u 


;£'&u 
- : o.c 


• — ^ ^ ^ 
x:  -C  o c ts 

D.  CXji;  <d  3 d3  ’c^  c3  1/3  o3  -3  c3  cd  ■— 

'^b^S^cSo  S 2 SSO 


cd 

a 

• *o 

c 

a3 

(1)  C/3 

> w 

• • — C/3 

• ^ 

O GJ 

<2.^2 
Cfl  CP 
cu  • 

- ijW 

ca  ".- 

iu  X 


+-»  C/3 

s ^ 

C3  Uh 
<U  0) 

x p 


P 

C/3 

jd 

a 

o 

<u 

c 

W -c 

c y 

c £ 
00  o 

LX  ♦-> 
Vi 


Vi 

E 

S§‘g 

- c Ec’as 

S C/3  c/3  (tf  Q 2 

c/3  c3  03  w 

g-^  D.  a C C 3 


ia  8 S S-H*3 


V 

JZ 


c 
. o 


G C 


w 2 - ^5.5 

C XI  c c 3 CL  C 

c Mc  c c E ? 
m c.2?.SP  53  >«J2 
ca  -2  ca  ca  rt, 

S w 


C/3  U- 
0>  03 
■*-»  — ■ 
^ P 
X)  o 
03  <2 
. — 03 

Q > 


o3  -w 

c b 

' oo  i v 

' C JZ  • 
X • 

>N.-  5 
^ -o  -2 

C/3  h Vi 

d ^ c t> 

g a a S3 

8 o g_.23 
C o S-a 
UI 


— (N  m Tt  ua  X r~  oo  a\  O Nina  ua  vo  oo  On 


Jr  <N  O'  fN 

z.  ^ Ovro 

sc 

r- 

rf  Cn 

• fN 

vOTtO1^ 
OO  — <N  — 

— 

(^J  — — 
<N 

1,494 

1,408 

86 

r-  rf  ro 

r>i  <N 

rf  rf  vO  VO 

O'  fN  rf 

rf 

- 

fN  — • 

• 00 

00  rf  — 00 

rf  — 

OON  — 

nnQ 
VO  n Tt 
r-  r- 

-o- 

o 

O 

rf  00  00  — VO 

r-  — io  <N 

<N 

vO 

M vOO' 

• rf 

oo  o O' 
m — 

(N  (N  ■ 

— V"3  SO 
f^OOrf 

r-  vo 

vO  rf  <N 

ON 

OO 

vOO  • */7  • 

r*~)  «— 

• r*7 

O (N  rl  t}- 

Tf  Tf  • 

vo  o vo 
00\- 
rn  rt 

"tn- 

O 

rf 

r- 

rn  0C  fN  O O 
<N  

- 

m 

O'  fSr^m 

<N  r-i 

OO  Tf  Tf 
rf  rn  —* 
<N  r4 

r- 

r^T 

r-3 

■ - 

00  —*  

r^i  ri 

' 

ro  VO 

— o 

— : 

O 

O' 

wn 

r-  fN  — r<7  fN 

r*7 

• fN  • 

rf 

-tr 
ON  oo 

fN  (N  • 

fN 

— ; 

r^,  rt  — 
rtr. 

_ * ; * 

,160 

fN  | fN  fN 

fN  fN 


ON  

fN 

t/7  ■ — 

— o — 

c7  rn 

o 

«/7 

VO 

rt  fN 

^ fN 

- 

- 

• fN 

— : : 

— - ; 

— O — 

f*7  rn 

. . . 

rf 

r^i  O' 

fN  • 

fN 

1/7  — — fN 

fN  fN 

ON  — OO 
m m 

r*7  fN  — 

O 
rf 
n 7 

O rf 

- 

— so 

- 

• fN 

rn  •—  r«7  C7 

— . 

rf  O'  */7 
O O' 

r« 7 rn  • 

• 

2; 

00  rt 
l/~,  ' — 

- 

41 

6 

rf 

- 

fN 

- ; 

• i/7 

O'  (N  O'  rf 
fN 

vO  v-)  — 

hnrf 
Tin(N 
rf  rf 

r-  • 

o 

n 

m 

^ X 

vC 

41 

16 

- 

rn 

rf  to 

• rf 

O'  OO  VO  rf 
fN 

- 

o o • 

rn  — n 
oo  i/7  m 
rf  rf 

on  fN 

tri 

*/7 

<N  vO 

r*~, 

(N 

fN 

— rf  — 

fN  r'~'  */7 
trt  m ■ — 

r4  fN  • 

• 

s 

rt 

fNJ 

- 

so  r- 

rj 

- ; 

OO  — (N  — 

tn  oo  r- 
1/7  m — 

• • ■ 

• • ■ 

r^t  r*~, 

rt  ■ 

- 

- 

• fN 

fN  — fN 

rt  n 

O'vOn 
r-  r- 

fN  fN  • 

• 

o 

O' 

r7 

o — 

r-  — 

- 

<N  — 

; - 

r J vo  • • 

oo  07  m 
oo  oo 

fN  — — 

ON 

— ’■ 

rt  — 

- 

• rn 

VO  — fN  fN 

r7  m • 

CO'OM 

o o 

— : 

o 

rf 

O'  rr3 

fN 

- 

— fN 

■ — 

o 

rf  rf  • 

• 

vO  OO  00 

- o 

rf  rf 

Z 

*/7 

fN 

- 

fN  rt 

r-  

• * ’ 

oo  1/7  m 
r-  r» 

— : 

2 

OO 

rr i m 

v/~) 

CO  »/~3 

; - 

i/7  >—  r7 

' 

fN  fN  • 

* 

VO  ro  ro 
r- 

m(N  — 

oC 

• 

— ; 

- 

m 

* 

- 

o o'  — 

rf  r7 

: 

O 

fN 

vC  — 

r**i  — 

■ fN 

; - 

■rf  . rt 

: 

fN  fN 

CO  r-  — 
rf  rf 

U7 

P 

73 

r- 

w 73 
c/3  JZ 
>■  O 
<«  73 


• 73 
73 


u X, 

G.-3 


• c 


3 

o 

l—  73 

G g 

b 1 

•£  Q= 


73  03 

- ~ C/3  W 
C C/3 

2 15  -a . 

c O U 
ZJ 
O 


' ' 03  Q^j  ^3 


: jz 

rJ 


c 

C/3  1) 

w -a 

C/3  - — C/3 

o3  <J  ~ 
woe 
c/3  c3  O 
rr— t n > ^ 


c 

o 


o 

a 


.S2  x.  • “ — 


>> : 

03  o 


o 

o 

03 


_ O ^ 

•5  £ ^ 73 


p .ti 

C u 

o 


&«? 
c.  Sxi 
>.  *> 


o . y 


CC-0.QC 


ZXtl 


c U73  (j 

” C <u  r- 

S'C  c-^ 

" uc  > 

~ u J=  o 

y i_  T3  fc  r -a 

C^=s|  °-3  £ 
0’S  — 5 = ’5  ° 
uo 


73 

C 

03 

O 

■o 

o 


o 

. o — 
tj  « 

_ll 

Ilf 

r-  — J « 


; — r j 
inn 


r»7  *t  1/7 

fN  fN  fN 


O 

fN 


r- 

rsi 


OO  — r^j 

fN  r+-,  r<-,  rr, 


c*7  rf  »/7  vO 

m rr  rr  r<-, 


° u 

c/3  o 

-C  73 

S 5 

Q 


03  <— 

E .5 

2-Bg> 

o <u  ii 

(--i  = 


00 

<u 


. « — 
ra  ? 
_ E.E 

1 'St'S5 

o oe 

h-  -J  _ 


sz 

u. 

jB 


3 

c. 

o 

C. 

c 

o 

."5 

*C/3 

O 


Causes  of  Death  at  Different  Periods  of  Life  in  the  Administrative  County  of  Isle  of  Ely  in  196! 


Principal  Causes  of  Death 

Diseases  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels  including  deaths  from 
intracranial  vascular  disease  remain  the  principle  causes  of  death, 
accounting  for  39  per  cent  of  all  deaths  in  the  Isle  of  Ely  durine 
1961. 


The  percentage  contributions  to  the  total  deaths  made  by  the 
more  important  groups  were  as  shown  below: 


Diseases  of  heart  and 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

circulatory  system  . . 

38-4 

34-9 

37-1 

36-0 

39-0 

37-0 

Cancer,  all  forms 

Vascular  lesions  of  nerv- 

14-9 

17-8 

17-3 

17-0 

14-0 

16-0 

ous  system 

Bronchitis,  pneumonia 

19-8 

17-3 

16-3 

14-0 

13-0 

13-0 

& respiratory  diseases 

10-0 

10-05 

11-0 

13-0 

13-0 

13-0 

Violent  causes 

2-8 

3-4 

2-0 

3-0 

3-0 

4-0 

Tuberculosis,  all  forms 

•4 

•6 

•3 

•4 

— 

•3 

The  deaths  among  persons  aged  65  years  or  over  amounted  to 
71  per  cent  of  the  total  in  196 1 . 


Tuberculosis  Mortality 

No  deaths  were  certified  as  caused  by  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
during  1961. 


Tuberculosis  Death  Rates 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

1942 

•189 

•105 

•295 

1943 

•372 

•06 

•432 

1944 

•292 

•097 

•39 

1945 

■235 

•123 

•357 

1946 

•227 

•047 

•275 

1947 

•308 

•047 

•355 

1948 

•262 

•045 

•308 

1949 

•205 

•045 

•251 

1950 

•181 

■034 

•214 

1951 

•09 

•023 

■113 

1952 

•159 

•045 

•205 

1953 

•068 

•023 

•09 

1954 

•079 

•022 

•102 

1955 

•Oil 

•Oil 

•022 

1956 

•044 

— 

■044 

1957 

•045 

•022 

•067 

1958 

•022 

•Oil 

•033 

1959 

■045 

— 

■045 

1960 

— 

— 

— 

1961 

033 

•033 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE 
SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 
NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 
(Section  22) 


The  maternity  and  child  welfare  scheme  remains  unchanged  and 
continues  to  work  well. 


A rue-natal  and  Post-natal  Services 

During  the  past  year  1,655  confinements  took  place  in  hospitals 
and  maternity  homes,  an  increase  of  only  12  over  the  previous  year. 


The  arrangements  for  the  combined  ante-natal  and  post-natal 
clinics  in  three  areas  remain  unchanged,  midwives  holding  ante-natal 
clinics  in  each  area.  The  number  of  clinic  sessions  in  March 
remains  high.  These  clinics  include  cases  booked  for  domiciliary  and 
maternity  home  confinement,  this  being  a general  practitioner 
maternity  home.  The  general  practitioner  obstetricians  attend  on 
separate  days,  together  with  domiciliary  and  maternity  home  staff. 


No  further  extension  of  the  use  of  interchange  patients’  record 
cards  has  been  adopted,  although  the  matter  has  been  under  dis- 
cussion for  some  time,  and  where  in  use  found  to  be  of  immense 
help  to  all  concerned.  Where,  however,  the  general  practitioner 
and  domiciliary  midwives  meet  at  the  special  clinic  organised  by  the 
general  pracitioner  the  interchange  cards  are  not  considered 
necessary. 


There  are  still  a few  instances  where  regular  routine  blood  tests 
and  haemoglobin  rates  are  not  checked  for  every  pregnancy,  although 
this  is  carried  out  for  first  pregnancies. 
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ANTE-NATAL  AND  POST-NATAL  CLINICS 


Littleport 

March 

Ely 

Whittlesey 

Wisbech 

No.  of  sessions 

52 

173 

34 

48 

48 

No.  of  women 
who  attended 
A.N 

76 

48 

158 

391 

142 

P.N 

65 

16 

30 

— 

— 

Total  attendances 

406 

98 

639 

514 

537 

Combined  Physiotherapy  and  Mothercraft  Classes 

These  classes  continue  to  be  well  attended  and  increased  sessions 
have  been  held  in  Ely.  Health  visitors  and  district  midwives  continue 
to  hold  the  majority  of  the  classes,  except  at  Wisbech  and  March 
where  a hospital  physiotherapist  gives  instruction  in  relaxation  and 
the  talks  are  given  by  the  nursing  staff. 


Ely 

March 

Wisbech 

No.  of  sessions 

64 

68 

95 

No.  of  women  who  attended 

123 

150 

225 

Total  attendances 

452 

460 

732 

Infant  Welfare  Centres 

Twenty-one  clinics  are  held  in  different  areas  of  the  county,  an 
increase  of  one.  At  the  request  of  the  local  nursing  association  a 
monthly  clinic  was  started  in  Wisbech  St.  Mary.  The  local  district 
nurse,  the  health  visitor  and  an  assistant  county  medical  officer  are 
present.  This  clinic  is  very  well  attended. 

With  the  exception  of  Manea,  grants  are  made  by  the  county 
council  to  the  ladies’  voluntary  committees  to  cover  the  cost  of 
running  the  clinics,  but  replacement  of  equipment  when  required 
is  made  by  the  county  council. 

Attendances  at  the  clinics  are  good  and  the  percentage  of  im- 
munisations of  all  types  carried  out  at  the  clinics  remains  high. 

The  help  and  advice  given  by  the  staff  is  appreciated,  and  the  work 
of  the  ladies’  voluntary  committees,  who  give  most  unstintingly  of 
their  time  in  keeping  registers,  selling  foods,  and  providing  the  cups 
of  tea,  is  valued  by  all  concerned  with  the  clinic. 
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Local  general  medical  practitioners  continue  to  attend  the  Dod- 
dington,  Fridaybridge,  Haddenham,  Manea,  Thorney,  Sutton, 
Whittlesey,  and  Wisbech  clinics,  one  of  the  assistant  county  medical 
officers  also  attending  the  Wisbech  clinic. 


Care  of  Premature  Bodies 

The  number  of  premature  babies  born  at  home  during  1961  was 
17,  a decrease  of  10  compared  with  the  previous  year.  All  these 
children  survived.  Of  the  73,  as  against  64  last  year,  born  in  hospital, 
61  survived,  7 died  within  the  tirst  24  hours,  and  5 died  at  some 
period  between  the  1st  and  28th  days.  There  was  a total  of  11 
premature  stillbirths,  all  born  in  hospital,  a decrease  of  10  compared 
with  the  previous  year;  none  occurred  in  domiciliary  practice. 

There  was  an  increase  of  premature  live  births  but  a reduction 
of  premature  stillbirths  throughout  the  county.  The  figures  include 
women  normally  resident  in  the  county,  and  babies  born  within  the 
county  boundary.  The  higher  stillbirth  and  live  birth  rate  in  hospital 
is  no  doubt  due  to  the  increasing  number  of  women  admitted  to 
hospital  for  ante-natal  care  and  when  in  premature  labour,  and  it 
is  expected  that  this  trend  will  continue. 

The  two  Sorrento  type  premature  baby  cots  are  still  available  for 
domiciliary  cases  if  required. 


Premature  Stillbirths 


Weight  at  birth 

Born  in 
Hospital 

Born  in 
Nursing 
Homes 

Born  at 
Home 

(a) 

3 lbs.  4 oz.  or  less 

5 

— 

(b) 

3 lbs.  4 oz.  up  to 

4 lbs.  6 ozs. 

3 

— 

— 

(c) 

4 lbs.  6 ozs.  up  to 

1 





4 ibs.  1 5 ozs. 

— 

— 

(d) 

4 Ibs.  1 5 ozs.  up  to 

5 Ibs.  8 ozs. 

2 

— 

— 

Total 

1 1 

— 

— 
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SUMMARY  OF  CASES  (LIVE  BIRTHS) 


20 


Supply  of  Welfare  Foods 


Distribution  of  welfare  foods  is  carried  out  at  38  centres  in  the 
Isle,  the  main  offices  being  at: — 

U.D.C.  Offices,  Chatteris 
City  Chambers,  Ely 
4 Elwyn  Road,  March 
Public  Hall,  Whittlesey 
17  Hill  Street,  Wisbech 

Twelve  centres  are  run  in  conjunction  with  infant  welfare  centres 
while  nineteen  are  administered  by  local  shop  keepers  or  private 
householders.  To  these  voluntary  workers  I tender  my  most  sincere 
thanks  for  their  work  in  this  capacity,  which  is  of  inestimable 
assistance  to  our  rural  population. 


During  the  year  1961  the  following  issues  were  made — 


National  Dried  Milk 
Cod  Liver  Oil 
A & D Tablets  . . 
Orange  Juice 


26,059  (30,207)  tins 
2,970  (4,092)  bottles 
2,885  (3,493)  packets 
22,260  (36,102)  bottles 


(1960  figures  shown  in  parentheses) 

The  distribution  of  proprietary  welfare  foods  at  infant  welfare 
centres  remains  unchanged. 


ECH  ST.  MARY  . . Women’s  Institute  . . Thursday,  2.30 
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Provision  of  Maternity  Outfits 

The  present  method  of  supplying  outfits  to  expectant  mothers 
by  chemists  within  the  county,  on  production  of  an  official  form 
issued  by  the  midwives,  continues  to  be  satisfactory. 

Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  their  Children 

The  county  council  continues  to  make  pro  rata  payments  to 
the  Ely  Diocesan  Association  and  an  annual  grant  to  the  Wisbech 
Society  for  Social  Service  in  respect  of  the  services  rendered  by  the 
two  social  workers. 

During  the  year  the  social  workers  of  the  Ely  Diocesan  Moral 
Welfare  Association  and  the  Wisbech  Society  for  Social  Service 
have  visited  and  offered  advice  to  unmarried  mothers. 

The  number  of  cases  admitted  to  maternity  homes  or  hostels  has 
increased  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 


1958  1959  1960  1961 

37  35  30  43 

8 7 9 16 


Cases  visited  . 
Cases  admitted 


Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment 

The  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  with 
regard  to  treatment  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  have  still  not 
been  implemented,  owing  to  lack  of  dental  staff. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

No  cases  occurred  during  the  year. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Four  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Maternal  Deaths 

No  maternal  deaths  occurred  during  the  year. 

Day  Nurseries 

There  are  no  day  nurseries  in  the  Isle. 


MIDWIFERY  (Section  23) 


Staff 


11 

9 


Queen’s  Nursing  Sisters  . . 
SRN,  SCM 
SCM,  SEN 

SRN,  SCM  (Part-time) 


3 


Total  . . 24 
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Of  the  24  midwives  employed  by  the  county  nursing  association 
22  undertake  general  nursing,  2 act  as  whole-time  midwives,  7 are 
qualified  healtli  visitors,  and  4 are  approved  by  the  Central  Mid- 
wives Board  as  training  midwives. 

Accommodation 

The  policy  of  housing  accommodation  for  the  stafT  remains  un- 
changed. 

Transport 

Midwives  all  have  cars  either  provided  by  the  county  nursing 
association  or  the  appropriate  allowance  is  made  when  a nurse  has 
her  own  car. 

Analgesia 

All  domiciliary  midwives  are  qualified  to  administer  gas  and  air 
analgesia.  22  machines  and  2 trilene  machines  being  avialable  for 
use. 

The  number  of  cases  to  whom  gas  and  air  was  administered  was 
361.  and  trilene  to  30  (77-4%),  the  doctor  being  present  at  91  cases. 
Pethidine  was  administered  to  294  cases  (58%),  the  doctor  being 
present  at  64  cases. 

Midwives  Act,  1902 — 1936 

The  superintendent  nursing  officer  and  her  assistant  act  as  non- 
medical supervisors  of  midwives  for  the  local  supervising  authority. 

The  number  of  midwives  who  notified  their  intention  to  practice 

was : — 

Domiciliary  . . . . . . . . . . 27 

Maternity  Homes  and  Hospitals  . . . . 58 

Private  . . . . . . 4 

Summary  of  Work  Undertaken 

Deliveries  attended  by  domiciliary  midwives: — 


( 1 ) Doctor  not  engaged 

(a)  Not  present  at  delivery  . . . . . . 46 

(b)  Present  at  delivery  . . . . . . 6 

(2)  Doctor  engaged 

(a)  Not  present  at  delivery  . . . . . . 347 

(b)  Present  at  delivery  . . 106 


Total  . 505 
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The  following  medical  aid  forms  were  issued: — 


Midwifery 

Nil 

Medical  practitioner  engaged  . . 

21 

Other  cases 

11 

Total  . . 

32 

Of  the  domiciliary  confinements,  330  babies  were  being  fully 
breast  fed  on  the  14th  day. 

219  mothers  were  discharged  from  hospitals  and  maternity  homes 
before  the  10th  day. 

The  superintendent  nursing  officer  and  her  assistant  paid  406 
visits,  of  which  100  were  home  circumstances  visits  paid  in  con- 
nection with  the  selection  of  cases  for  admission  to  maternity  homes 
or  hospitals. 


General 

The  total  number  of  confinements  was  2,160,  of  which  1,655  took 
place  in  maternity  homes  and  hospitals,  and  505  in  domiciliary 
practice.  A total  of  612  cases  was  booked  for  home  confinement, 
but  97  were  actually  delivered  in  hospital  and,  in  the  majority  of 
cases,  subsequently  transferred  to  the  care  of  the  family  doctor  and 
midwife.  In  some  instances  home  and  social  conditions  had  proved 
unsatisfactory  for  domiciliary  confinement  and  therefore,  with  the 
consent  of  the  patient,  arrangements  were  made  for  admission  to 
hospital  for  actual  delivery,  where  possible  the  patient  being  re- 
turned to  her  own  home  for  subsequent  nursing  care.  This  procedure 
accounts  for  a further  reduction  of  actual  deliveries  by  domiciliary 
midwives. 


Part  II  Midwifery  Training  School 

Two  pupil  midwives  from  the  Gables  Maternity  Hospital,  Peter- 
borough, successfully  completed  their  three  months  domiciliary 
training,  one  subsequently  accepting  a post  as  district  midwife  in 
this  county. 


Refresher  Courses  for  Midwives 

In  accordance  with  the  Central  Midwives  Board  Rule  G.I.,  five 
midwives  attended  refresher  courses. 
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HEALTH  VISITING  (Section  24) 


The  shortage  of  qualified  health  visitors  remains  serious,  particul- 
arly in  the  Wisbech  area.  The  vacancies  in  this  area  and  at  March 
remain  unfilled.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  county  nursing 
association  appointed  qualified  health  visitors  to  vacancies  for 
generalised  duties  in  the  south  of  the  county.  There  are  still  vacancies 
for  nurses  to  undertake  this  type  of  duly  in  different  areas  of  the 
county.  These  staffing  difficulties  are  reflected  in  a reduction  of 
home  visits  which  from  necessity  have  had  to  be  selective,  and 
therefore  time  consuming. 

The  full-time  and  part-time  health  visitors  and  the  assistant 
superintendent  nursing  officer  attended  641  infant  welfare  clinic 
sessions,  gave  195  mothercraft  talks  to  expectant  mothers  and  28 
talks  in  schools,  in  addition  to  48  talks  to  other  organisations. 

One  state  registered  nurse  was  awarded  a bursary  and  is  taking 
the  health  visitors  training. 

In  order  to  relieve  the  qualified  health  visitors  of  certain  duties 
in  clinics  and  school  work,  the  county  council  agreed  that  when 
possible  temporary  part-time  clinic  nurses  might  be  appointed. 


Health  Education 

It  is  regretted  that  for  reasons  already  stated  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  develop  the  mothercraft  and  physiotherapy  classes  but 
the  present  classes  are  well  attended.  The  help  given  in  running  the 
infant  welfare  clinics  by  the  ladies  of  voluntary  committees  leaves 
the  health  visitors  free  to  give  as  much  individual  help  as  possible. 
The  rural  nature  of  the  county  and  the  inadequacy  of  the  premises 
available  make  the  giving  of  group  instruction  a problem. 


Summary  of  Health  Visitors'  Work 


Number  of  home  visits  paid: — 


Expectant  mothers.  1st  visits 

95 

All  visits 

184 

Children  under  1.  1st  visits 

. . 1,364 

All  visits 

7,480 

Children  1 — 5 years.  Visits 

1 1,225 

Others,  including  visits  to  old  people 

450 

Total  . . 

19,339 
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Abortive  visits  of  all  kinds. . ..  ..  ..  1,940 

Total  number  of  individual  children  under  5 years 
of  age  visited  . . . . . . . . . . 3,958 

Total  number  of  households  visited  . . . . 4,894 

Polio  sessions  attended  ..  ..  ..  ..  104 

Mothercraft  classes  attended  by  health  visitors. . 195 

Breast  feeding  clinics  at  March  maternity  home  278 


HOME  NURSING  (Section  25) 

Summary  of  Staff  employed  at  7>\st  December , 1961. 

Superintendent  Nursing  Officer  . . . . . . . . 1 

Queen’s  Nurse  Midwives  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  5 

Queen’s  Nurse  Midwives  with  HV  Cert.  . . . . 6 

District  Nurse  Midwives  with  HV  Cert.  . . . . . . 1 

District  Nurse  Midwives  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Queen’s  District  Nurses  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

District  Nurses  (SEN)  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

District  Nurses  (part-time). . ..  ..  ..  ..  3 

District  Nurse  Midwives  (part-time)  . . . . . . 3 

31 

Vacancies 

Assistant  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer  . . . . 1 

Elm  . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • • 1 

Haddenham  . . . . . . . . . . . • • • 1 

Wisbech  St.  Mary  . . . . . . . . • • • • 1 

4 
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Summary  of  Nurses'  Work 


Cases 

Visits 

Medical 

3,1 13 

24,258 

Surgical 

617 

5,276 

Infectious  diseases 

8 

35 

Tuberculosis 

39 

371 

Maternal  complications 

14 

33 

Others 

1,077 

1,391 

Total  . . 

..  4,868 

31,384 

Included  in  the  above  are  the  following: 

Cases 

Visits 

Patients  65  years  and  over 

742 

17,161 

Children  under  5 years 

116 

488 

Patients  receiving  over  24  visits  . . 

. . 319 

19,223 

Insulin  Injections 

35 

5,696 

Injections  of  antibiotics,  etc. 

227 

4,453 

Patients,  both  medical  and  surgical,  discharged  from  hospital 
requiring  home  nursing  under  the  supervision  of  general  medical 
practitioners  numbered  206,  a further  increase  over  previous  years. 
Visits  to  these  cases  total  2,319.  The  majority  of  these  cases  were 
in  the  Wisbech  district  and  were  mostly  post-operative.  The  number 
of  tuberculous  cases  nursed  at  home  increased  as  also  has  the  number 
of  children  under  five  years,  but  the  number  of  medical  cases  shows 
a decrease  which  is  noted  in  the  reduction  of  injections,  in  particular 
the  giving  of  insulin,  a change  in  drug  therapy  being  the  reason  for 
this. 

Transport. 

Three  cars  have  been  sold  and  replaced. 

Accommodation 

The  county  council  has  purchased  a plot  of  land  in  Chatteris  on 
which  to  build  two  flats  for  the  district  nurses,  and  it  is  hoped 
building  will  commence  during  the  ensuing  year. 

Negotiations  are  also  proceeding  for  the  purchase  of  a house,  to 
be  erected  in  Littleport,  suitable  for  two  nurses  with  the  addition  of 
a district  room  and  double  garage. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  accommodation  provided  for  the 
remainder  of  the  nursing  staff  in  the  county,  although  the  county 
nursing  association  as  agents  for  the  county  council  is  currently 
reviewing  the  future  housing  situation. 
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The  county  nursing  association  has  appointed  staff  to  fill  the 
vacancies  in  Chatteris  and  Sutton,  but  has  not  been  able,  due  to 
lack  of  accommodation,  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  Haddenham  caused 
by  the  death  of  Nurse  Barnes. 

Student  nurses  from  the  R.A.F.  Hospital,  Ely  and  the  North 
Cambs.  Hospital,  Wisbech,  have  spent  several  days  with  the  public 
health  nursing  staff,  visiting  clinics  and  paying  home  visits. 

Student  Queen’s  Nurses  from  the  Nottingham  home  nursing 
service  have  spent  three  day  observation  visits  with  nurses  in  this 
county. 

Chiropody  Clinics 

Voluntary  associations  continue  to  organise  twelve  foot  clinics 
in  their  respective  areas. 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION  (Section  26) 
Diphtheria  Immunisation 

The  arrangements  for  immunisation  have  continued,  whereby 
sessions  are  held  at  infant  welfare  centres  in  the  county.  In  addition, 
arrangements  are  made  as  numbers  accumulate  to  hold  special 
immunisation  sessions  in  school  clinics  or  on  school  premises. 

Propaganda 

Each  registrar  supplies  information  of  the  births  registered  in 
his  district  and  a personal  letter  is  sent  to  all  parents  as  to  the 
protection  afforded  and  the  times  advised  for  immunisation  and 
vaccination. 

The  health  visitors  and  school  nurses  and  all  other  county  nursing 
staff  carry  supplies  of  leaflets  giving  information  regarding  the 
facilities  available  for  immunisation,  which  they  distribute  in  the 
homes  or  at  clinics.  Health  visitors  have  a special  responsibility  for 
collecting  forms  of  consent  and  for  completing  records. 

In  addition  to  this  systematic  propaganda  general  publicity  is  also 
given  to  the  scheme  by  means  of  handbills  and  posters. 
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Medical  arrangements 

All  practitioners  in  the  area  are  afforded  an  opportunity  of  taking 
part  in  the  authority’s  arrangements  for  carrying  out  individual 
immunisations.  The  county  medical  staff,  with  the  assistance  of 
health  visitors  and  school  nurses,  attend  specially  arranged  sessions 
and  they  also  carry  out  individual  immunisations  at  the  infant 
welfare  centres  which  they  attend. 


Records 

Completed  records  are  submitted  by  the  county  medical  staff  and 
general  practitioners,  and  the  latter  receive  payment  in  accordance 
with  the  approved  scale  of  fees. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  immunisations  carried 
out  in  the  various  areas  during  the  period  1st  January  to  31st 
December,  1961. 


Under 

1 year 

1—4 

years 

5—14 

years 

Total 

Booster 

Chatteris  U.D 

25 

35 

21 

81 

76 

Ely  U.D 

81 

83 

34 

198 

57 

March  U.D. 

37 

163 

37 

237 

90 

Whittlesey  U.D 

49 

110 

30 

189 

143 

Wisbech  M.B 

146 

164 

125 

435 

182 

Ely  R.D 

36 

94 

28 

158 

110 

N.  Witchford  R.D. 

24 

43 

9 

76 

14 

Thorney  R.D 

16 

21 

6 

43 

19 

Wisbech  R.D 

45 

117 

33 

195 

66 

TOTAL 

459 

830 

323 

1,612 

757 
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Smallpox  Vaccination 


General  medical  practitioners  have  agreed  to  be  responsible  for 
individual  vaccinations,  either  in  the  homes  or  at  their  surgeries,  and 
no  special  sessional  arrangements  are  made.  Vaccination  is  carried 
out  at  two  infant  welfare  centres  by  the  practitioners  in  attendance. 

All  that  has  been  already  said  with  regard  to  propaganda  and 
payment  of  fees  applies  to  the  vaccination  service  as  well. 

During  the  period  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1961,  the 


following  vaccinations  and 

re-vaccinations 

were 

performed 

: — 

under 

2—4 

5—14 

15  yrs. 

1 yr. 

1 yr. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

& over  Total 

Primary  588 

35 

23 

46 

62 

754 

Re-vaccinations 

— 

2 

6 

75 

83 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

During  the  year  vaccination  was  continued  and 
are  the  various  categories  of  persons  vaccinated 

the  following 

Children  up  to  and  including  15  years 

..  1,973 

Young  persons  (1934-43) 

761 

Persons  under  40  years 

..  1,709 

Others  . . 

59 

4,502 

Third  “Booster”  doses  were  given  to  3,787  cases. 
Fourth  „ „ „ „ „ 1,969  „ 


32 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE  (Section  27) 


The  demands  made  upon  the  service  during  the  year  were  again 
very  heavy,  and  it  is  difficult  to  foresee  when  the  maximum  demand 
will  be  reached.  The  opening  of  new  centres  for  treatment,  and  new 
forms  of  treatment,  and  the  curtailment  of  rural  public  transport 
services  are  perhaps  the  main  factors  in  this  matter. 

A further  new  ambulance  was  ordered  to  replace  an  older  vehicle 
at  Wisbech.  No  increase  in  the  number  of  ambulances  has  been 
made  since  the  service  was  taken  over  in  1948. 


The  statistics  are  given  below,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
overall  mileage  for  the  ambulances  was  in  fact  more  than  500  miles 
below  that  of  the  previous  year,  but  the  number  of  patients  carried 
increased  by  over  1,000. 


AMBULANCES 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

Mileage 

81,367 

81,945 

76,764 

78,874 

No.  of  patients  carried  . . 

7,504 

6,494 

5,212 

4,839 

No.  of  journeys  . . 

5,297 

4,751 

4,059 

3,691 

CARS 

Mileage 

206,037 

202,622 

184,253 

172,389 

No.  of  patients  carried  . . 

20,400 

19,492 

16,890 

15,528 

No.  of  journeys  . . 

6,441 

6,336 

5,728 

5,533 

The  sitting  case  car  service  is  centrally  controlled  from  the  county 
health  department,  operating  some  25  cars,  including  12  voluntary 
owner  drivers.  More  than  500  individuals  are  transported  as  sitting 
case  patients  each  calendar  month,  covering  an  average  of  17,000 
miles.  The  voluntary  owner  drivers  carried  a considerable  amount  of 
this  traffic,  and  they  bring  a personal  touch  to  the  service  by  rendering 
considerable  assistance  to  the  patients  at  hospitals,  by  guiding  them 
to  the  various  departments  and  clinics,  and  by  generally  helping 
and  encouraging  patients  who  in  many  cases  are  elderly  and  often 
nervous.  One  of  these  lady  drivers  has  been  in  the  service  since  the 
ambulance  service  became  a county  responsibility  thirteen  years  ago. 


The  services  provided  by  British  Railways  in  connection  with  the 
conveyance  of  patients  over  long  distances  are  excellent.  Patients 
travelling  by  this  means,  wffio  are  taken  to  and  from  the  railway 
stations  by  ambulance  or  car,  find  every  facility  for  their  comfort, 
and  from  letters  received  are  most  appreciative  of  the  arrangements 
made  for  them.  Certainly  this  is  the  most  economical  form  of 
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ambulance  service  transport  as  the  only  cost  to  be  met  by  the  auth- 
ority is  for  the  patient’s  rail  ticket  and  that  of  his  attendant,  and 
the  cost  of  the  ambulance  vehicle  for  the  road  part  of  the  journey. 

The  Ely  division  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade,  who  for 
many  years  provided  a rota  of  attendants  to  accompany  the  ambul- 
ances at  Ely,  was  reluctantly  compelled  to  terminate  the  arrange- 
ments owing  to  shortage  of  personnel.  At  March  the  division 
continue  to  provide  voluntary  attendants  outside  normal  working 
hours,  and  their  services  are  greatly  appreciated  by  the  patients. 

County  council  owned  ambulances  are  operated  by  garage  firms 
at  March,  Chatteris,  Ely,  and  Wisbech,  and  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade  provide  the  service,  personnel,  and  vehicles  at  Whittlesey 
and  Littleport.  At  Manea  a voluntary  committee  organise  the  service, 
operating  their  own  ambulance. 


AMBULANCES 

Note:  No  ambulance  is  retained  specifically  to  deal  with  cases  of 


infectious  disease. 

District 

No.  of 
Ambulances 

Where  garaged 

(a) 

Directly  owned : 

Wisbech 

Three 

Wisbech  Motors  Limited, 
Norwich  Road,  Wisbech. 

March 

Two 

Peck  & Packer  Limited, 
Dartford  Road,  March. 

Ely 

Two 

C.  B.  Grey  Limited, 

St.  Mary’s  Garage,  Ely. 

Chatteris 

One 

Messrs.  Crawley  & Crawley, 
Chatteris. 

(b) 

Agency  service: 

Manea  (Manea  New 
Ambulance  Committee) 

One 

Ambulance  Garage, 

School  Lane,  Manea. 

Whittlesey  (St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade) 

One 

St.  John  Ambulance  Division, 
Plough  Road,  Whittlesey 

Littleport  (St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade) 

One 

Station  Garage, 

Lynn  Road,  Littleport. 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS— CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 


(Section  28) 


Tuberculosis 

During  the  year  9 patients  were  admitted  to  Papworth  Sana- 
torium. 

Seventeen  notifications  have  been  received  during  the  year, 
fourteen  of  which  were  pulmonary  and  three  non-pulmonary. 

Tuberculosis  Visitor 

The  tuberculosis  visitor  attended  258  clinic  sessions  during  the 
year,  and  home  visits  to  1.080  cases  were  paid. 

Shelters 

Five  shelters  are  provided  by  the  council  for  use  by  patients 
living  in  overcrowded  conditions  or  under  insanitary  circumstances. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination 

During  1961,  774  children  received  vaccination. 


Mental  Illness 

Staff 

As  from  1st  April,  1961,  the  staff  was  increased  by  the  employ- 
ment of  two  welfare  assistants  as  suggested  in  the  Younghusband 
Report.  These  officers  are  to  some  extent  trainees;  in  addition 
they  are  also  engaged  in  routine  visiting  and,  in  this  connection, 
they  played  a small  part  in  social  after-care  visiting;  further,  they 
took  advantage  of  every  available  and  suitable  opportunity  to 
accompany  the  mental  welfare  officers  when  they  were  engaged  in 
preventive  work  and  admissions  to  hospital. 

The  mental  health  staff,  all  of  whom  also  have  welfare  duties 
under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  from  April  1961  comprised: — 
The  principal  mental  health  and  welfare  officer; 

A district  officer  for  the  area  of  the  Borough  of  Wisbech  and  the 
Wisbech  Rural  District,  with  an  office  at  Wisbech,  assisted  by  a 
welfare  assistant  and  a clerk; 

A district  officer  for  March,  Whittlesey,  and  Thorney,  with  an 
office  at  County  Hall.  March; 
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A district  officer  for  the  Ely  (Urban  and  Rural)  area,  with  an 
office  at  County  Hall,  March; 

The  March  and  Ely  district  officers  share  the  services  of  a welfare 
assistant  and  a clerk; 

A district  officer  (part-time)  for  the  Chatteris  and  North  Witch- 
ford  area,  with  an  office  at  March. 

The  principal  and  district  mental  health  and  welfare  officers  are 
all  mental  welfare  officers. 

The  council’s  training  centres  are  now: — 

Full-Time  Junior  Training  Centre 
Orchard  Court, 

Money  Bank, 

Wisbech. 

Supervisor:  Mrs.  M.  Saunby. 


Part-time  Junior 

Training 

Centres 

Centre 

Premises 

Day 

Chairman  of  the 
Local  Voluntary 
Committee 

Ely 

The  Clinic, 

St.  Mary's  Street 

Friday 

Mrs.  G.  Comins, 

1 7 St.  Mary’s  Street, 
Ely. 

March 

“Oakwood 

House”, 

Youth  Centre, 
West  End. 

Wednesday 

Mrs.  F.  Sole, 

“Lawns  Court”, 

The  Avenue, 

March. 

Whittlesey 

Red  Cross 
Headquarters, 
Plough  Road. 

Thursday 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Morton, 
8 Market  Place. 
Whittlesey. 

Wisbech 

“Orchard 

Court”, 

Money  Bank. 

Tuesday 

Mrs.  H.  L.  Almond, 
“Abington”, 

Mount  Drive. 

Wisbech. 


Supervisor  at  each  centre:  Mrs.  G.  Maris. 

Future  plans  in  connection  with  the  training  of  mentally  sub- 
normal children  include  a junior  training  centre  at  Ely  and  a hostel 
at  “The  Orchards”,  Wisbech,  when  the  premises,  which  are  adjacent 
to  Orchard  Court,  become  available.  These  projects  are  expected 
to  be  in  an  advanced  stage  in  1962. 
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Other  Types  of  Illness 

Medical  Loans 

The  council  paid  grants  to  the  Cambridgeshire  and  Isle  of  Ely 
Branch  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  the  March  Division 
of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  who  continue  to  supply  medical 
and  nursing  equipment  free  of  charge  to  patients.  Following  the 
trend  of  recent  years,  calls  upon  this  service  continued  to  increase 
steadilv. 


Convalescence 

The  provision  of  recuperative  holidays  at  “Highcliffe",  the  hostel 
of  the  Isle  of  Ely  Society  for  the  Blind  at  Hunstanton,  continues. 
This  service  is  available  when  the  hostel  is  not  used  for  holidays 
for  blind  persons. 


DOMESTIC  HELP  (Section  29) 

During  1961,  73  home  helps  were  employed,  nine  having  thirteen 
years  continuous  service,  and  309  households  were  assisted. 


Maternity  (confinement  only)  ..  ..  ..  15 

Old  age  pensioners  . . . . . . . . . . 242 

Blind  (O.A.P.) 11 

Problem  families  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Tuberculosis  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Others,  mostly  post-operative  . . . . . . 35 


Old  age  pensioners  include  many  who  need  help  twice  a week  for 
heavy  work,  some  needing  one  hour  every  day.  Bedridden  cases, 
a few  having  had  twelve  years  continuous  home  help,  usually  require 
two  to  three  hours  every  day.  Blind  cases  (11),  usually  need  help 
every  day.  Difficult  cases  (apart  from  problem  families)  for  which 
help  was  requested  by  Ely,  March,  Wisbech  and  Whittlesey  housing 
committees  and  also  probation  officers  are  included  in  this  number, 
and  one  disabled  case  has  required  26  to  30  hours  a week  over  a 
year  to  enable  the  family  to  remain  together.  There  are  two  male 
home  helps,  one  at  Whittlesey  and  one  in  the  Ely  area,  for  unusual 
cases,  and  mental  hospitals  are  now  applying  for  the  service  more 
frequently. 
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Old  age  pensioners  receiving  home  help  include; — 


Chatteris 

Coates 

Ely 

Little  Downham 

Littleport 

Leverington  . . 

Manea 

March 

Outwell 

Stretham 

Sutton 

Thorney 

Tydd  St.  Giles 

Whittlesey  . . 

Wisbech 

Wisbech  St.  Mary 


Over  Over 

80  years  90  years 
6 2 

1 — 

13  1 

2 

9 1 

3 1 

2 1 

25  2 


3 

6 

3 

2 

13 

55 

2 


3 

5 

3 


In  addition  397  new  cases,  requested  by  doctors,  almoners,  the 
national  assistance  board,  and  letters  to  the  home  help  organiser, 
were  visited  in  the  course  of  the  year,  of  which  153,  or  39%,  were 
considered  as  needing  home  help.  The  remaining  61%  were  cases 
that,  (1)  refused  to  pay  the  home  help  charges  according  to  their 
income,  the  organiser  if  possible  giving  them  addresses  of  workers 
who  might  help  them  privately,  (2)  cases  which  the  organiser 
considered  were  not  in  genuine  need  of  home  help,  e.g.  fairly  active 
with  relations  living  close  at  hand,  (3)  cases  requiring  immediate 
hospital  treatment,  and  (4)  other  cases  in  which  she  considered 
home  help  was  not  the  real  solution  to  the  problem. 


A home  help  rally  was  held  at  Peterborough  Towm  Hall  on  5th 
May  1961,  where  home  helps  from  five  counties  were  greeted  one 
by  one  by  the  Mayor  and  Mayoress.  Speeches  by  the  President  of 
the  Institute  of  Home  Help  Organisers  and  a geriatric  specialist  were 
followed  by  tea  kindly  provided  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Peter- 
borough Health  Committee,  who  had  introduced  the  speakers.  The 
home  help  organiser  presented  each  one  of  the  33  Isle  of  Ely  home 
helps  to  Alderman  Anthony,  Chairman  of  the  Isle  of  Ely  County 
Council,  and  he  spent  some  time  chatting  to  them  about  their  work. 
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The  home  help  organiser  was  invited  to  lecture  on  the  home  help 
service  to  over-sixties  clubs,  and  attended  the  problem  families 
committee,  the  Cambs.,  Hunts,  and  Isle  of  Ely  Community  Council, 
and  the  Institute  of  Home  Help  Organisers’  committee,  but  was 
unable  to  spare  the  time  to  attend  the  Edinburgh  conference. 


The  standard  of  the  home  helps  in  the  Isle  of  Ely  in  their  care  and 
attention  to  their  old  people  is  most  encouraging,  and  many  local 
doctors  have  written  their  appreciation  of  our  service. 


It  is  regretted  that  Miss  Fisher,  who  has  rendered  most  efficient 
assistance  to  four  different  organisers,  left  to  be  married  early  in 
1961. 

Owing  to  shortage  of  office  accommodation  the  home  help 
organiser  has  to  interview  often  distressed  middle  aged  men  and 
women  either  in  the  general  office  in  front  of  two  young  clerks,  or 
in  the  corridor,  or  in  a free  cloakroom. 


Statistics 

Lunacy,  Mental  Treament  and  Mental  Health  Acts,  1890-1959 
ANALYSIS  OF  ADMISSIONS 


Aged 

Males 

Detained 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Others 

Females 

Total 

Grand 

Total 

14—20 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

20—30 

4 

3 

7 

8 

10 

18 

25 

30 — 40 

..  5 

9 

14 

8 

10 

18 

32 

40—50 

4 

9 

13 

5 

12 

17 

30 

50—60 

5 

4 

9 

15 

12 

27 

36 

60—70 

. . 6 

1 

7 

10 

12 

22 

29 

70—80 

- 

3 

3 

4 

5 

9 

12 

80—90 

- 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

2 

90—100 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

24 

29 

53 

50 

64 

114 

167 

39 


Statistics 

Mental  Health  Act  1959 
A.  Mental  Illness 


1 . Summary  of  Case  Work 

Cases  investigated  . . . . . . . . . . . . 308 

Admitted  to  hospital  for  observation  (Section  25,  Mental 

Health  Act,  1959)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

Emergency  admission  to  hospital  for  observation  (Sec- 
tion 29,  Mental  Health  Act  1959)  . . . . . . 40 

Admitted  under  hospital  orders  (Section  60,  Mental 
Health  Act  1959)  . . ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 

Admitted  to  hospital  as  informal  patients  ..  ..  114 

No  admissions  effected  . . . . . . . . 141 

2.  Transport 

Conveyance  to  mental  hospitals  was  arranged  as  follows: 

By  the  mental  health  staff  in  their  own  cars  . . . . 136 

By  the  council’s  car/ambulance  service  . . . . 9 

Informal  patients  making  their  own  arrangements  ..  22 


Social  After-Care 


B. 


1. 


Cases  on  the  register  on  1st  January,  1961 

194 

New  cases  referred  during  1961 

125 

Cases  closed  during  1961  .. 

144 

Cases  on  the  register  on  31st  December,  1961 

213 

Total  number  of  visits  during  1961 

815 

Mental  Sub-Normality 

Under 

Aged  16 

age  16 

and  over 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

Cases  reported  during  1961 
(a)  By  Local  Education  Authorities  on 
children 

(i)  While  at  school  or  liable  to  attend 

school 

1 1 

- - 

(ii)  On  leaving  special  schools 

- 

4 1 

(iii)  On  leaving  ordinary  schools 

2 1 

- 

(b)  By  Police  or  by  Courts 

- 

- 

(c)  From  other  sources 

— — 

— — 

TOTAL 

3 2 

4 1 
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Under  Aged  16 
age  1 6 and  over 
M.  F.  M.  F. 

2.  Disposal  of  cases  reported  during  1961 

(a)  Placed  under  supervision  . . 3 2 4 I 

(b)  Placed  under  guardianship 

(c)  Admitted  to  hospitals 


TOTAL  ..3  2 4 1 


3.  Cases  on  register  at  31st  December  1961 

(a)  Under  supervision  ..  ..  27  19  78  92 

(b)  Under  guardianship  . . . . . . - - - 1 


TOTAL  ..  27  19  78  93 


(c)  Number  of  patients  waiting  for  ad- 
mission to  hospital: 

In  urgent  need  of  hospital  care  . . . . 8 6 5 

Not  in  urgent  need  of  hospital  care  ..  2 3 5 


TOTAL  10  6 3 10 


(d)  Patients  in  hospital  on  31st  December, 

1960  10  4 69  41 

Admissions  ..  ..  ..  - - 94 

Discharges  ..  ..  ..  - - 62 

Deaths  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1-  - - 


Patients  in  hospital  on  31st  December, 

1961  9 4 72  43 


(e)  Number  of  patients  for  whom  care 
was  arranged  by  the  Local  Health 
Authority  under  circular  5/52  during 
1961  and  admitted  to: 

National  Health  Service  Hospitals  - - - 4 

Elsewhere  ..  ..  ..  ..  - - 


TOTAL  . . - - - 4 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
PROVISION  OF  ACCOMMODATION 
R esidenticil  A ccommodation 

During  1961  no  new  or  additional  accommodation  was  brought 
into  use  but  before  the  end  of  the  year  decisions  had  been  made  to 
provide  12  additional  beds  at  St.  Mary’s  Lodge,  Ely,  in  1962  by 
carrying  out  building  work  to  link  together  42  and  44  St.  Mary's 
Street,  and  for  the  building  programme  for  the  financial  year  1962/63 
to  include  a “five  household”  home,  with  accommodation  for  60 
residents,  on  the  Kingswood  site,  March,  and  the  extension  of 
Croylands,  Ely,  as  a result  of  which  it  would  provide  a total  of  some 
30  beds,  no  longer  to  be  used  exclusively  for  blind  persons.  Thus  the 
existing  accommodation  in  the  Council’s  own  establishments,  viz: — 


St.  Mary’s  Lodge,  Ely  . . . . 31 

Coronation  Close,  March  . . . . 30 

Glennfield  House,  Wisbech  . . . . 41 

Croylands,  Ely  . . . . . . 12 


will  be  increased  from  1 14  to  over  200  beds. 


Persons  Provided  with  Accommodation 


On  1st 

On  31st 

Jan., 

Recep- 

Depar- 

Dec., 

1961 

tions 

tures 

1961 

In  the  Council’s 

Men 

50 

18 

23 

45 

Old  Persons’  Homes 

Women 

61 

30 

31 

60 

In  Part- User 

Men 

54 

21 

22 

53 

Accommodation 
(within  the  County) 

Women 

33 

19 

12 

40 

By  other  Local 

Men 

2 

3 

3 

2 

Authorities 

Women 

3 

8 

9 

2 

Children 

- 

7 

7 

- 

By  arrangement 

Men 

11 

1 

- 

12 

with  Voluntary 
Organisations 

Women 

6 

1 

1 

6 

108 

220 

220 

108 
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Temporary  A ccommodation 

During  the  year  information  was  received  of  the  eviction  or  im- 
pending eviction  of  93  families.  Of  these  thirty-one  were  notified  by 
local  housing  authorities,  eight  by  the  police,  five  by  solicitors,  two 
by  public  health  inspectors,  two  by  hospital  almoners,  two  by 
health  visitors,  one  by  a doctor,  one  by  a bailiff,  one  by  a children’s 
officer,  one  by  a probation  officer,  and  one  by  the  National  Assist- 
ance Board.  Thirty-eight  families  made  direct  applications  them- 
selves. 

Tenancy  was  continued  in  forty-nine  instances,  thirty-one  families 
were  re-housed,  five  families  were  provided  with  temporary  accom- 
modation and  three  found  accommodation  with  relatives.  At  31st* 
December  the  eviction  of  three  families  was  still  pending.  The 
assistance  given  by  the  Holland  County  Council  in  making  accom- 
modation available  when  necessary  in  the  Holbeach  Drove  Hostel, 
near  Spalding,  was  greatly  appreciated. 


WELFARE  SERVICES 

Scheme  for  Persons  who  are  Deaf  and  Dumb 

The  council  make  an  annual  grant  to  the  Ely  Diocesan  Deaf  and 
Dumb  Association  in  return  for  which  that  Association  acts  as  agent 
for  this  service. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  register  contained  the  names  of  46 
persons. 

Provision  of  Welfare  Services  for  Handicapped  Persons  other  than 
the  Blind , Partially  Sighted , and  Deaf  and  Dumb 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  register  contained  the  names  of  243 
persons  and  during  the  year  the  council’s  handicraft  teacher  gave 
instruction  to  43  persons  in  their  own  homes. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  assistance  was  given  by  the  council  in 
providing  holidays  in  six  instances,  and,  in  addition  to  the  issue  of 
various  aids  to  handicapped  persons,  grants  were  made  to  provide 
concrete  paths,  adaptations  to  houses,  etc.,  in  four  cases. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  four  social  clubs  for  the  disabled  were  in 
existence  in  the  county,  two  in  March,  one  in  Ely,  and  one  in 
Wisbech. 
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ISLE  OF  ELY  SOCIETY  FOR  THE  BLIND 


ANNUAL  REPORTTHE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1961 


The  number  of  registered  blind  persons  has  decreased  by  17  during 
the  year.  At  the  31st  December,  1961,  there  were  224  names  on  the 
register — 99  males  and  125  females.  Twenty-four  new  registrations 
occurred,  one  case  was  re-registered  and  two  people  were  trans- 
ferred into  the  county.  There  were  33  deaths,  five  persons  were 
transferred  to  other  counties  and  six  were  de-certified. 

The  number  of  names  on  the  register  of  partially-sighted  persons 
has  increased  by  nine  and  the  total  at  the  end  of  December  was  73 — 
35  males  and  38  females.  There  were  14  new  registrations  during  the 
year,  one  case  was  transferred  in  from  another  county,  there  were 
five  deaths  and  one  case  was  transferred  out  of  the  county. 

One  young  man  completed  a course  of  industrial  rehabilitation 
at  Torquay  and  was  accepted  by  the  Northamptonshire  Workshop 
for  training  and  subsequent  employment  in  their  soap  factory. 

An  application  for  reimbursement  of  fares  in  excess  of  l/6d.  per 
day  was  granted  to  a blind  man  who  was  obliged  to  travel  to  and 
from  a workshop  in  Leatherhead  each  day. 

Miss  B.  P.  Ransom  completed  her  training  course  and  was  ap- 
pointed as  a home  teacher  from  the  1st  September,  1961.  Miss  E.  E. 
Dudley  resigned  her  post  as  home  teacher  in  the  Isle  of  Ely  to  take 
up  another  appointment  near  her  home  in  Surrey  on  the  3rd  Sept- 
ember. Two  interviews  were  given  to  persons  applying  for  the 
vacancy,  and  the  post  was  finally  offered  to  Miss  M.  R.  Green  to 
commence  her  duties  on  the  1st  January,  1962. 

Mrs.  Brown,  the  senior  home  teacher,  attended  a home  teachers’ 
refresher  course  in  Staffordshire  from  23rd  to  29th  March,  the 
secretary  attended  a refresher  course  for  secretaries  from  the  25th 
to  28th  April,  and  two  deaf-blind  men  attended  a deaf-blind  re- 
union at  Hastings  from  the  13th  to  19th  May.  These  were  all  ar- 
ranged by  the  Southern  Regional  Association  for  the  Blind.  A 
meeting  also  arranged  by  the  Association  concerning  the  World 
Council  for  the  Blind  was  attended  by  the  secretary. 

At  the  annual  meeting  held  on  the  26th  June  Mr.  G.  R.  Clark  was 
elected  President  for  the  ensuing  year.  Mention  was  made  of  the  loss 
sustained  by  the  Society  in  the  death  of  its  former  President.  Aid. 
J.  W.  A.  Ollard,  and  of  Mr.  J.  H.  S.  Green. 
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Aid.  H.  Payne  was  re-elected  Chairman  and  Aid  L.  W.  H.  Rowe 
Vice-Chairman  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  all-day  handicraft  classes  which  had  been  organised  in  the 
hope  that  the  standard  of  work  would  improve  and  to  encourage 
blind  persons  to  enter  the  regional  competition  bore  fruit.  The  local 
competition,  which  had  to  precede  the  regional  competition,  was 
held  in  June  and  was  opened  by  Lady  Legge-Bourke.  Mr.  G.  R. 
Clark  was  in  the  chair.  The  exhibits  had  been  judged  by  the  Chair- 
man and  Secretary  of  the  Women's  Institute  Handicraft  Section, 
who  were  greatly  impressed  by  the  excellence  of  the  work  and  asked 
for  a supply  of  our  crafts  to  be  shown  at  their  Autumn  display. 
At  the  regional  competition  we  were  gratified  that  entries  by  our 
blind  workers  won  an  award  in  each  of  the  four  classes,  and  gold 
and  silver  medals  and  certificates  were  received  by  the  handicraft 
workers.  A coach  was  hired  to  transport  blind  persons  who  has  sub- 
mitted entries  to  the  regional  competition,  and  their  home  teachers 
to  attend  the  exhibition  in  London.  The  secretary  and  honorary- 
treasurer  attended  the  opening  ceremony.  The  Society  donated 
£5  5s,  Od.  towards  the  expenses  of  the  exhibition. 

At  one  time  all  twelve  beds  at  Croylands,  the  residential  home  for 
the  blind,  were  occupied.  There  were  three  admissions  and  three 
discharges  during  the  year. 

At  Highcliffe,  the  Society's  holiday  hostel  for  the  blind,  28  blind 
persons  and  18  guides  from  the  Isle  of  Ely  and  38  blind  and  23 
guides  from  other  counties,  together  with  25  persons  from  the  old 
people's  homes,  spent  a holiday  there.  The  season  was  shortened 
by  the  sudden  death  of  the  matron  on  the  23rd  August.  A new  mat- 
ron and  warden  were  appointed  from  the  1st  November,  and  the 
hostel  was  open  for  a party  of  nine  visitors  at  Christmas. 

Our  annual  outings  were  taken  on  the  30th  May  and  2nd  June 
when  123  blind  folk  and  their  guides  enjoyed  the  coach  ride  to 
Hunstanton,  the  sea  air  and  sunshine,  renewing  old  acquaintances, 
and  their  meals. 

Talks  on  the  work  of  the  Society  have  been  given  to  Women’s 
Institutes,  Women’s  Fellowship  Meetings  and  Good  Companions 
Clubs. 

Christmas  parties  were  given  at  the  four  centres  by  the  members 
of  Rotary  and  Inner  Wheel  Clubs,  the  Society  and  other  interested 
persons.  The  usual  gift  of  £1  was  given  to  all  registered  blind  per- 
sons at  Christmas. 

The  Society  has  been  registered  under  the  Charities  Act,  1960. 

£2,081  4s.  8d.  has  been  collected  during  the  year  for  our  voluntary 
fund. 
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CARE  OF  CHILDREN 


The  Care  of  Children  Committee  are  responsible  for  the  following: 

(a)  Parts  III  and  IV  of  the  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1933 

(b)  Part  I of  the  Children  Act,  1958 

(c)  Parts  II  and  IV  of  the  Adoption  Act,  1958 

(d)  Children  Act,  1948 

(e)  Section  5 of  the  Family  Allowance  and  National  Insurance 

Act,  1956 

(f)  Section  6 of  the  Matrimonial  Proceedings  (Children)  Act, 

1958 

(g)  Section  9 of  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959,  and  the  provisions 

of  Section  10  of  that  Act  relating  to  children  and  young 
persons  in  respect  of  whom  the  rights  and  powers  of  a 
parent  are  vested  in  a local  authority  as  mentioned  in 
paragraph  (a)  subsection  (i)  of  that  section. 

The  children’s  officer  works  in  close  liaison  with  the  medical  and 
nursing  staffs  of  the  county. 

Medical  reports  on  children  residing  in  the  various  homes  main- 
tained by  the  council  were  provided  from  time  to  time  by  the 
medical  officers,  together  with  the  statutory  reports  on  boarded-out 
children. 

Certain  advisory  visits  were  made  to  the  homes. 


NURSERIES  AND  CHILD  MINDERS 
REGULATION  ACT,  1948 

Four  persons  remain  registered  as  child  minders  on  31st  December. 
1961. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

Mr.  F.  W.  Crabtree,  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures, 
has  submitted  the  following  report  for  the  year  1961. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  county  council  as  the  food  and  drugs  authority 
for  the  whole  of  the  administrative  county  to  carry  into  execution 
and  enforce  the  following: — 
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1.  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955, 

(a)  Sections  1,  2 and  6 (composition  and  labelling  of  food  and 
drugs), 

(b)  Section  31  (prohibition  of  sale  of  milk  from  diseased 
cows), 

(c)  Section  32  (adulteration,  etc.,  of  milk), 

(d)  Section  36  (restriction  on  use  of  special  designations 
applied  to  milk), 

(e)  Sections  37  and  38  (compulsory  use  of  special  designations 
in  specified  areas), 

( f ) Section  47  (mis-use  of  designation  “cream”  in  relation  to 
cream  substitutes). 

2.  The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960,  (control 

and  heat-treatment  of  milk). 

3.  Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1953,  (labelling  of  pre-packed  food). 


Composition  and  Labelling  of  Food  and  Drugs 

These  duties  are  discharged  by  a continuous  observation  of  food 
and  drugs  offered  for  sale  throughout  the  county.  The  composition 
of  a wide  variety  of  foodstuffs  is  now  controlled  by  food  standards 
orders.  The  provisions  of  the  Preservatives  in  Food  Regulations 
are  also  dealt  with  under  this  heading.  Samples  are  submitted  for 
examination  to  the  public  analyst  for  the  county,  Dr.  S.  Greenburgh, 
PhD  BSc  FRIC,  Tenison  Road,  Cambridge. 

A summary  of  the  samples  submitted  for  examination  during  the 


year  is  as  follows: 

Butter/suet/lard  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Biscuits/cakes/crispbreads  . . . . . . . . 8 

Coffee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Cream/evaporated  milk  . . . . . . . . 3 

Custard  powder  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Drugs  and  medicines  . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Flour/baking  powder  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Ice  cream  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Marzipan  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
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Meat/meat  products  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  15 

Preserves/jellies  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Sauces/pickles  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Sausages/sausage  meat  . . . . . . . . 7 

Soft  drinks  . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Soup 3 

Spices/condiments  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Spreads/paste  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Sweets  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 

Tinned  fruit  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Tinned  vegetables  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Vinegar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Wine  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Miscellaneous  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

TOTAL  151 


The  public  analyst  reported  adversely  on  five  samples,  as  follows: 

Rum  Beans — Liquid  Centres:  The  filling  of  these  sweets  con- 
tained about  1 % proof  spirit.  Rum  contains  about  70%  proof 
spirit.  The  public  analyst  said  that  in  his  opinion  the  sweets 
should  be  described  as  “Rum  Flavour  Beans”.  The  manufacturers 
undertook  to  re-print  their  labels  using  this  amended  description. 

Jam  containing  wood  fragments:  This  was  a sample  of  jam  re- 
turned to  a grocer  by  a customer.  The  origin  of  the  wood  frag- 
ments was  not  determined  but  these  could  have  come  from  oak 
casks  in  which  the  fruit  was  stored  prior  to  processing.  The 
manufacturers  were  visited  and  found  to  be  taking  stringent 
precautions.  The  use  of  casks  has  now  been  discontinued  in 
favour  of  plastic  lined  kegs. 

Sausages  containing  undeclared  preservatives:  Sausages  are  per- 
mitted to  contain  up  to  450  parts  per  million  of  sulphur  dioxide 
provided  its  presence  is  declared  at  the  time  of  sale.  The  declar- 
ation can  be  in  the  form  of  a notice  exhibited  in  the  shop.  In  this 
case  the  sausages  contained  only  64  parts  per  million  but  had  been 
sent  to  a branch  shop  where  no  notice  was  exhibited.  The  retailer 
was  cautioned. 

Malt  vinegar  containing  3-60  per  cent  of  acetic  acid:  Malt  vinegar 
should  contain  not  less  than  4-0  per  cent  of  acetic  acid.  This 
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sample  consisted  of  a bottle  of  vinegar  which  had  been  filled  on 
the  premises  of  a retailer  w ho  admitted  adding  water  to  the  barrel 
while  filling  the  bottles.  He  was  fined  £5  with  £1 1 costs. 

Cress:  This  sample,  labelled  by  the  growers  as  cress,  consisted 
predominently  of  rape,  the  remainder  being  genuine  cress 
usually  described  as  “Mustard  and  Cress”.  Representations  were 
made  to  the  growers  that  their  description  contravened  the 
Merchandise  Marks  Act  and  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  The 
growers  concerned  have  since  discontinued  the  use  of  this  des- 
cription. 

An  advertisement  for  starch-reduced  crispbread  purporting  to  state 
the  amount  of  starch  present  compared  with  the  amount  in  ordinary 
bread  and  crispbread  was  investigated.  The  figures  quoted  appeared 
to  present  the  article  in  a better  light  than  was  warranted  by  the 
figures  found  on  analysis.  The  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  manu- 
facturers, who  have  apparently  now  ceased  to  use  this  particular 
advertisement. 

A constant  watch  is  kept  on  advertisements  for  foodstuffs  ap- 
pearing in  journals  and  on  television.  Exception  was  taken  to 
advertisements  for  two  brands  of  pork  sausages.  These  were  claimed 
to  be  “full  of  pork”  in  one  case  (analysis  showed  77%)  and  “full  of 
meat”  in  the  other.  The  manufacturers  were  warned  that  these 
phrases  were  regarded  as  misleading  and  in  both  cases  under- 
takings were  given  to  cease  the  use  of  these  descriptions. 


Prohibition  of  Sale  of  Milk  from  Diseased  Cows 

All  milk  sold  by  retail  within  the  county  is  pasteurised,  tuberculin 
tested  or  sterilised  and  consequently  the  need  for  sampling  under 
this  heading  is  not  great.  During  the  year  12  samples  of  raw  milk 
were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Medical  Research  Council,  Tennis 
Court  Road,  Cambridge.  They  were  all  reported  as  free  from  tubercle 
and  brucella  abortus  bacilli. 


Adulteration , etc.,  of  Milk 

76  samples  were  sent  to  the  public  analyst.  5 samples  were  low  in 
fat  content.  No  samples  were  found  to  contain  added  water.  The 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  prescribe  a standard  of  4 per  cent 
fat  for  Channel  Island  milk.  Of  the  samples  submitted  to  the  public 
analyst  1 1 were  of  Channel  Island  milk,  all  of  which  were  above  the 
prescribed  standard. 
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A complaint  was  received  from  a consumer  concerning  a bottle 
of  sterilised  milk  containing  a dead  mouse.  Proceedings  were 
instituted  against  the  processors  of  the  milk,  who  pleaded  guilty 
and  were  fined  £50. 

Restriction  of  use  of  Special  Designation  to  Milk 

The  use  of  the  special  designation  “pasteurised",  “tuberculin 
tested”  and  “sterilised”  is  restricted  to  the  holders  of  licences  author- 
ising the  use  of  designations.  No  infringements  were  detected  under 
this  heading. 

Compulsory  use  of  Special  Designation  in  Specified  Areas 

In  areas  specified  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  the  only  milk  which  may  be  sold  by  retail  is  specially  desig- 
nated, i.e.  tuberculin  tested,  pasteurised  or  sterilised.  The  whole  of 
the  administrative  county  is  a specified  area. 

Mis-use  of  Designation  “ Cream ” in  relation  to  Cream  Substitutes 

Under  this  section  it  is  an  offence  to  sell  any  food  which  resembles 
cream  in  appearance  by  a description  including  the  word  “cream” 
unless  it  is  “real  cream”  or  unless  it  is  made  quite  clear  at  the  time 
that  the  substance  is  either  re-constituted  or  imitation  cream.  No 
mis-descriptions  were  found. 

Milk  ( Special  Designation)  Regulations , 1960 

These  regulations  which  replace  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
(Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  Regulations  came  into  operation  on 
the  1st  January,  1961.  The  principal  changes  are  that  dealers’ 
licences  previously  issued  by  the  borough,  rural  and  urban  district 
councils  are  now  issued  by  the  county  council  as  the  food  and  drugs 
authority  for  the  whole  county. 

A new  form  of  licence,  the  dealer's  (pre-packed  milk)  licence, 
has  been  introduced  which  authorises,  in  a single  form,  the  use  of 
any  or  all  of  the  appropriate  special  designations  where  the  milk  is 
obtained  by  the  licensed  dealer  pre-packed,  or  is  pasteurised  by  the 
dealer.  The  dealer’s  (tuberculin  tested)  licence  is  retained. 

The  following  licences,  which  are  for  a period  of  five  years,  have 


been  issued : — 

Dealer’s  (Pre-packed)  Milk  .. 

Dealer’s  (Tuberculin  Tested)  Milk  . . . . . . 3 

Dealer’s  (Pasteuriser’s)  . . . . . . . . 2 

Dealer’s  (Steriliser's)  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 
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Premises  have  been  visited  and  in  some  cases  dealers  in  pre-packed 
milk  have  been  found  to  have  unsatisfactory  storage  facilities.  A 
number  of  these  premises  have  been  or  are  in  the  process  of  being 
rebuilt. 

Sampling  is  required  to  see  that  the  regulations  applicable  to  the 
various  licences  are  complied  with.  As  the  whole  county  is  a “speci- 
fied area”  further  sampling  becomes  necessary  of  milk  coming  from 
outside  the  county.  All  samples  are  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  of  the  Medical  Research  Council  at  Cambridge.  The 
following  is  a summary  of  the  samples  taken: 


Pasteurising  establishments: 
Regent  Dairy,  (March)  Ltd., 

No.  of 
samples 
taken 

No.  failed 
phosphatase 
test  ( heat 
treatment ) 

No.  failed 
methylene 
blue  test 
(keeping 
quality ) 

Dartford  Road,  March 
Peterborough  & District 
Co-operative  Soc.  Ltd., 

33 

4 

Norwich  Road,  Wisbech 

14 

— 

— 

Dealer’s  (pasteurised) 

Dealer’s  (tuberculin  tested) 

30 

— 

1 

raw. . 

Dealer’s  — school  supplies — 

19 

not  applicable 

2 

(pasteurised) 

34 

— 

8 

Labelling  of  Pre-packed  Food 

The  Labelling  of  Food  Order  requires,  inter  alia , that  pre-packed 
food,  with  certain  exceptions,  must  bear  a statement  of  ingredients, 
specified  in  order  of  the  proportion  in  which  they  are  used.  These 
statements  are  verified  by  the  public  analyst  during  his  examin- 
ation of  samples.  No  serious  infringements  were  found. 

F.  W.  CRABTREE, 

Chief  Inspector. 
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THE  PREVENTION  AND 
CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Incidence 

There  was  a decrease  in  the  number  of  notifications  of  cases  of 
scarlet  fever  and  chicken  pox  as  compared  with  1960,  although 
the  number  of  cases  of  measles  was  considerably  higher  than  in 
the  previous  year. 

A full  list  of  notifications  is  given  in  the  following  table. 

Measures  for  control 

These  continued  to  operate  as  described  in  previous  reports  and 
close  liaison  was  maintained  with  local  sanitary  authorities  and 
their  staffs,  especially  when  an  infectious  disease  showed  any  signs 
of  epidemic  prevalence.  The  school  medical  officers  and  school 
nurses  continued  routine  investigations  when  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
were  notified  among  school  children,  followed  up,  if  necessary,  by 
field  work  based  on  the  public  health  laboratory,  Cambridge.  Close 
contact  was  always  maintained  with  the  general  practitioners  during 
these  investigations. 

Institutional  Provision 

Cases  are  transferred  from  the  northern  half  of  the  Isle  to  the 
Peterborough  Isolation  Hospital,  and  from  the  southern  half  to  the 
hospital  at  Ely. 


VENEREAL  DISEASE 

Facilities  for  treatment  of  patients  from  the  Isle  of  Ely  are  pro- 
vided at  the  Clinic,  Peterborough;  Addenbrooke's  Hospital. 
Cambridge;  and  at  the  King's  Lynn  and  West  Norfolk  Hospital. 
The  provision  of  these  arrangements  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board.  38  cases  attended  these  clinics  from  the 
Isle. 


GENERAL 

Medical  Examinations 

During  the  year  127  examinations  of  candidates  have  been 
carried  out  by  the  council's  medical  officers. 


Staff  

64 

Teachers 

22 

Training  college  entrants 

’ ! 41 
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Infectious  Diseases  Notified  in  the  Several  Districts  for  the  Year  ending 


1961 


URBAN  DISTRICTS 

RURAL  DISTRICTS 

Chatteris 

LU 

March 

Whittlesey 

Wisbech 

Total 

Urban  Districts 

_>v 

LU 

North  Witchford 

Thorney 

Wisbech 

Total 

Rural  Districts 

Combined  Tots 

Small  Pox 

Scarlet  Fever 

15 

16 

8 

4 

43 

i 

i 

2 

45 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever 

Pneumonia 

12 

7 

4 

23 

6 

6 

12 

35 

Cholera 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . . 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

1 

Typhus  Fever 

Glandular  Fever  . . 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

i 

i 

2 

1 

i 

2 

4 

Meningococcal  Inf. 

1 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

Tuberculosis 

2 

i 

3 

5 

5 

8 

(a)  Pulmonary 

2 

3 

l 

3 

9 

4 

1 

5 

14 

(b)  Other 

1 

1 

l 

3 

3 

Food  Poisoning  . . 

2 

3 

5 

5 

Malaria 

Infectious  Hepatitis 

14 

1 

i5 

i 

i 

16 

Chicken  Pox 

1 

25 

26 

26 

Measles 

106 

204 

261 

309 

29 

909 

108 

59 

108 

56 

33  i 

1240 

Whooping  Cough 

Other  diseases 

8 

1 

13 

6 

27 

45 

16 

3 

2 

21 

66 

(a)  Dysentery 

1 

1 

1 

(b)  Paratyphoid  Fvr. 

1 

1 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Details  of  the  Notifications  received  during  the  year  1961. 


Previous  years  also  given  for  comparison 


Notifications  on  Form  A 

Total  Notifications 

on  Form  A 

Number  of  Primary  Notifications 

i 

\ge  P 

eriod 



s 

u c 

5 o 
c - ~ 

I 

IT'. 

2 

o 

T 

10—15 

15—20 

20—25 

25—35 

’'T 

1 

ro 

45—55 

55—65 

65  and 

upwards 

U 73 

a-  <-> 
— S 

73  w 

OS 
i~  z 

Pulmonary: — Males  in  1951 

2 

3 

1 

2 

5 

6 

7 

2 

2 

30 

30 

,,  ,,  in  1952 

5 

1 

2 

5 

4 

4 

5 

3 

2 

31 

31 

,,  ,,  in  1953 

i 

1 

1 

5 

5 

5 

5 

4 

2 

29 

29 

,,  in  1954 

2 

3 

i 

4 

1 

8 

5 

2 

1 

27 

27 

„ in  1955 

1 

l 

1 

2 

7 

3 

2 

2 

19 

19 

„ in  1956 

1 

2 

1 

5 

4 

3 

6 

i 

23 

23 

,,  ,,  in  1957 

i 

5 

2 

3 

2 

5 

4 

l 

23 

23 

„ in  1958 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

2 

13 

13 

„ in  1959 

i 

2 

3 

4 

4 

6 

3 

1 

3 

4 

31 

31 

,,  „ in  1960 

4 

1 

4 

1 

4 

2 

1 

17 

17 

,,  ,,  in  1961 

1 

1 

2 

2 

,,  Females  in  1951 

2 

3 

l 

3 

5 

8 

2 

3 

1 

28 

28 

„ in  1952 

i 

1 

3 

l 

2 

8 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

26 

26 

..  in  1953 

1 

2 

7 

7 

17 

6 

3 

2 

45 

45 

,,  in  1954 

2 

6 

8 

1 

. . 

17 

17 

,,  in  1955 

i 

7 

4 

2 

10 

2 

2 

1 

1 

30 

30 

,,  in  1956 

i 

1 

1 

6 

1 

10 

10 

„ in  1957 

1 

2 

4 

6 

13 

13 

„ in  1958 

2 

3 

3 

3 

i 

12 

12 

in  1959 

2 

2 

1 

4 

2 

3 

4 

l 

19 

19 

,,  in  1960 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

6 

6 

„ „ in  1961 

2 

3 

2 

3 

2 

12 

12 

Non-Pulmonary : Males  in  1951 

1 

3 

2 

6 

6 

in  1952 

2 

2 

4 

4 

„ in  1953 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

i 

6 

6 

,,  in  1954 

1 

i 

2 

2 

in  1955 

1 

1 

2 

2 

in  1956 

1 

1 

1 

,,  in  1957 

1 

1 

2 

2 

,,  in  1958 

1 

T 

1 

„ in  1959 

1 

1 

2 

2 

,,  in  1960 

1 

1 

1 

„ in  1961 

Females  in  1951 

1 

1 

2 

2 

6 

6 

„ in  1952 

1 

2 

3 

3 

in  1953 

1 

3 

2 

l 

1 

8 

8 

in  1954 

1 

1 

2 

2 

in  1955 

1 

2 

3 

3 

in  1956 

1 

1 

1 

3 

i 

7 

7 

,,  in  1957 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

i 

6 

6 

,,  in  1958 

2 

1 

2 

5 

5 

„ in  1959 

1 

1 

i 

3 

3 

in  1960 

i 

1 

i 

„ „ in  1961 

1 

2 

3 

3 
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